








































Grant G. Sweet, who helped organize last 
year’s event, died Oct. 23 in possible tree stand 
incident.

Timothy N. Pifher discusses crossbow safety 
during a talk at the Crossroads Branch of the 
Cromaine District Library on Saturday. 

After an Oct. 23 hunting accident took the 
life of Grant G. Sweet, the Cromaine District 
Library’s building manager, library offi cials 
considered canceling a hunting safety talk 
scheduled for today.

Offi cials decided to move ahead as planned 
because they knew Sweet, who helped organize 
a similar session last year — the library’s fi rst 
— and believed strongly in hunting safety, 
would have wanted it go on. In addition, Carbon 
Express, based in Flushing, donated a $150 
tree stand vest to be given away after the class 
in Sweet’s memory to encourage participation. 
Sweet’s death was apparently tree stand related.

“If one person is helped listening to (the 
speaker) talking about Grant’s accident, 
it’s important,” Carol Taggart, the library’s 
marketing director, told a group of about 15 
who had arrived at the Crossroads Branch this 
morning to start the session.

The presenter, Timothy N. Pifher of the Flint 
Regional Chapter of Safari Club International, 
said afterward that accidents involving tree 
stands are a far greater problem than those 
involving fi rearms.

“It is the biggest cause of hunting accidents out 
there right now,” he said. “The tree stands, it’s 
mushrooming. … If you hunt, at some point 
everyone knows someone who has fallen from a 
tree stand.”

A person who weighs 200 pounds falling from 
a height of 17 feet hits the ground at 22 miles 
per hour with 3,200 pounds of force, warned 
a safety video that was played during the 
session that outlined methods to use tree stands 
properly. Often, internal injuries result.

Deadly Accident Involving Library Employee 
Reinforces Message of Hunting Safety Class

During his talk, Pifher 
recommended vests that 
are much easier to put on 
that those using the more 
traditional harness for 
protection. He said while 
they are more expensive 
at $80-$150, they are the 
least expensive form of 
life insurance.

Pifher also focused on 
changes in rules on 
crossbows designed to allow younger hunters 
to use them more because they don’t have the 
strength to pull back a compound bow. He also 
stressed the safety features of weapon, noting 
the string  when released is powerful enough to 
decapitate fi ngers.

Although not as prevalent of a problem because 
of increased education, Pifhersaid there are 
important rules to observe involving guns.

“We could prevent every accidental gun 
shooting in the country today,” he said. “If it’s 
never pointed at anyone, it’s not going to hurt 
anybody.”

The audience was mostly children and moms, 
which wasn’t surprising for Pifher, who noted 
that the fastest growing segment of hunters are 
young women and mothers.

Karen Morgan, who won the drawing for the 
vest and gave it to her 12-year-old son, Joshua, 
said Pifher brought the right message. “He did 
an excellent job of educating that safety should 
be the primary goal when they go out hunting,” 
said Morgan, who lives in Tyrone Township.

The fi rst thing hunters should remember, Pifher 
said, is to focus on their own actions. That will 
eliminate many potentially dangerous situations, 
he said.

“If I don’t take care of me, then is it going to 
make any difference to anyone else out there?” 
“What we want you to do is be safe.”

Article and photo 
reprinted with 
permission: By 
Christofer Machniak
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Every story has a starting point and this one 
began 3 years ago.  Marty Madden asked me if 
I would like to go on a moose hunt with John 
Graham of Eye Hill Creek Outfi tters.  Marty had 
already hunted Deer and Bears with John and had 
great success and a wonderful time. John was 
going to be at the SCI Annual Sportsman show 

so I had a chance to 
discuss the hunt with 
John and immediately 
signed up.  As I stated 
at the beginning of this 
article we had a 3 year 
wait to get the moose 
tag.  Over the next 3 
years I have had some 
wonderful hunts but they 
are another story yet 
to come.  (I encourage 
every member to put 
their hunts on paper 
and share them with the 
membership.  We have a 
great venue to share let’s 
all use it.) 

Finally 2010 arrived and I started planning for our 
moose hunt.  Now I must say, I was a little excited 
as it was only January and I was already planning.  
Marty gave me a call and asked if I could join him 
and 6 other guys on a bear hunt at the end of May.  
The hunt would be with John at Eye Hill Creek 
outfi tters at his camp in Saskatchewan the same 
camp we were to moose hunt at.   

May 28th arrived and we loaded 
up.  Marty had booked the entire 
camp so there would be 8 of us.  
Marty Madden, Mike Wright, 
Scott Hilgendorf, Bob Pease, 
Tom Broecher, Steve Austin, 
Wayne Allen and myself.  They 
say a hunt is not defi ned by the 
animals you harvest but by the 
experience you have and I can 
say this hunt was an experience.  
When you put 8 great guys, a 
great outfi tter and staff along 
with some of the most beautiful 
country God ever created what 
more could you ask for?  Well 
let me add more bears than any 

A Year to Remember:
Eye Hill Creek Out� tters

By Bill Kerr

place should have.  One night alone I had eight 
different bears at a stand I was in.  

This particular night my guide Leon took me to a 
stand and as we walked in he said to me this is a 
great stand a really big bear is using it.  Wanting 
to understand how he knew that I asked him.  The 
answer was quick and easy to understand, big poop, 
big bear and there in front of me was a huge pile 
of bear poop.  From the time Leon left until they 
picked me up at dark I had bears all around me, and 
yes there was a huge one.  I was hunting with my 
new Eastman Excalibur 800 crossbow, with the 
Rage 2 blade mechanical board heads, man what 
a awesome combination.  My bear arrived at the 
bait about 2 hours into the hunt; I had already seen 
4 different bears.  It was not hard to judge his size 
because he was huge so there was no question I 
was going to try and harvest this bear.  As I was 
watching and waiting for an opportunity he went 
into some brush, I was at fi rst thinking I had missed 
the opportunity, when the bush exploded and not 
one but two huge bears were in front of me.  It was 
like watching two giant prize fi ghters going after 
the heavy weight title.  It was a short fi ght The 
CHAMPION weighted in at 326 pounds and a 19 
13/16 inch skull, what and experience to watch.  
The Champion soon did a short victory dance 
and claimed his prize the bait barrel.  The shot 
was a simple one, 15 yard and the recovery was 
even quicker as my bear only went 5 yards.  The 
Eastman Excalibur 800 crossbow, Rage 2 blade 
mechanical board head, great outfi tter, guides and 
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friends;   UNBELIEVABLE….    But this story is 
about a moose hunt…..

September 25th fi nally arrived and I was headed 
to Saskatoon on Delta airlines.   Marty Madden 
and Jim Toth were picking me up at the airport and 
we would travel 7 more hours to Buffalo Narrows 
and then take a 20 to 30 minute fl oat plane ride to 
the camp.  Expectations were running high, while 
we were here in June everyone had a chance at 
harvesting a bear and the fi shing was exceptional.  
Scott Hilgendorf keep records of the number of fi sh 
he caught and it was well over 300 for the week 
and everyone else caught as many as they wanted 
too.   Joining us in camp for the two week moose 
hunt would be Regan Graham, John’s son and 
camp manager, guides Leonard, Leon, and Fabian.  
That night we sat down to a good camp dinner and 

planned our strategy for the next day’s hunt and 
talk about our fi rst afternoon of hunting.

After a good night’s rest we were off and hunting 
again.  Marty with Leonard, Jim with Fabian and 
I was with Leon.  It is too hard to put into words 
the beauty of this country, the only way I could 
describe it is it takes your breath away.  Marty’s 
was the fi rst to score on a moose.  He had his 
moose back at camp by 10:00 am that fi rst 
morning.  Though it was not the largest one 
harvested on the hunt it was sure tasty.  We had 
moose liver and onions that night and it was a 
meal fi t for a King.  On day two Jim and his Guide 
Fabian were the successful ones.  They were on 
their way back to camp just before dark when 
Fabian spotted a wonderful moose on a far shore 
line.  Fabian was able to position Jim within 200 
yards of this fi ne animal and Jim placed a shot 
that was perfect, the rest is history.  Jim’s moose 
carried a rack that was over 47 inches wide and 
we estimated him to be at least 1000 pounds.  This 
was my fi rst hunt with Jim and I just have to say 
he is an inspiration to me and everyone he meets.  
Two years ago Jim was diagnosed with a rare nerve 
disorder that took away many of his motor skills 
and his health in general.  Jim battled back in sprit 
and body and today is on his way to a full recovery.  
This was his fi rst big game hunt since his illness 
and Marty and I were both very honored to share it 
with him. 

Moose hunting seemed to be quite easy so far- 
Marty had his moose on day one and Jim had his 
on day two so I fi gured day three would be my 
special day.  Well let’s just say day three, four, fi ve 
and six were challenging 
and I was one tired 
hunter.  On day four I 
teamed up with Leonard 
as my new guide and we 
would start out before 
daylight and return 
after dark.  We were 
putting between 40 and 
50 miles a day in the 
boat.  Moose hunting 
for Eastern Moose in 
Saskatchewan is a game 
of hide and seek.  The 
bulls are wondering 
endlessly looking for that 
special friend and there 
is no rhyme or reason 
on their movements.  You spend hours glassing the 
shore line and going from cove to cove calling and 
glassing hoping one of these love sick Big Bulls 
will answer you offer of a date.  Day seven started 
just like the other six, Leonard and I in the boat 
before fi rst light.   Leonard is a native from the 
area and one of the most knowable guides I have 
ever hunted with.  He makes his living hunting and 
guiding and fi shing in the winter.  His knowledge 
of the area and moose were a true pleasure to 
witness.  Every time I became a little discouraged 
he would simple say “stay strong we will get our 
chance”.  That night as we pulled into a cove I 
heard splashing in the water to the east.  Leonard 
whispered to me that that was the waves from our 
own boat but to the west he heard the sounds of 
antlers hitting willows branches, then there he was 
a huge Bull moose walking thru the brush.  It was 
almost dark and time was running out.  Leonard 
said take him now or we will lose him.  My shot 
was true and as we got to my moose I could not 
believe how big he was.  I have never seen an 
animal this large.  We estimated his weight to be 
over 1100 pound and what beautiful mature Bull 
he was.  His rack was pal mated and very heavy 11 
points on one side and 9 on the other with a spread 
of about 48 inches.  This was truly a 
dream come true.

Special thanks to Marty Madden for 
inviting me to join him on both of 
these wonderful hunts, John and Regan 
Graham of Eye Hill Creek Outfi tters, 
Leonard, Leon, Fabian and all my other 
buddies who allowed me to share these 
experiences with them.  

2010 has been a year to remember and it 
is not over yet.  November 5th I will be 
joining my buddy Rich Richardson in Kansas for 
a Whitetail bow hunt.  Last year Rich harvested a 
167 10 point, you never know 2010 could be my 
year and I will have another story to tell.

on their movements.  You spend hours glassing the 
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Mid-States
Bolt & Screw Co.
The dedicated fastener people.

Main Warehouse
4126 Somers Drive
Burton, Michigan 48529
810-744-0123 Phone
810-744-3798 Fax

Branch Locations_________________________________________________________________

Saginaw  
360 South Outer Drive 989-753-3492 
Saginaw, MI 48601 fax: 753-3435

Lansing  
3400 W. St. Joseph 989-482-2200 
Lansing, MI 48917 fax: 482-2276

Gaylord  
1069 O’Rouke Blvd. 989-732-3265 
Gaylord, MI 49735 fax: 732-8097

Niles  
1155 Mayflower Rd. 269-965-0123 
Niles, MI 49120 fax: 965-0125

Lapeer - Retail  
1444 Imlay City Road 810-245-1690 
Lapeer, MI 48446 fax: 245-1692

Steel - Alloy Steel - Stainless Steel - Brass - Bronze - Aluminum - Nylon -
Bolts - Nuts - Screws - Washers - Pins - Anchor Bolts - Rivets

7 695
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